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3 Day Mnweni Drakensberg Hike

Drakensberg, Okhahlamba Ward 10, Okhahlamba Local Municipality, Uthukela District

° Municipality, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

Enjoy an incredible 3 Day Mnweni Drakensberg Hike with us!

The Mnweni Drakensberg hike is considered one of the most scenic hikes in the area. The tour covers
about 42km of sheer awesomeness. The hike starts at the cultural center and follows the route up the
Mnweni Pass and down the spectacular Rockeries Pass. Day one is a 14 km hike to Shepard’s Cave
which is situated at the base of the Mnweni Pass. Day two is a hike up to the escarpment. The hike only
covers about 8km but with an elevation gain of about 1200m.

https://youtu.be/5Yj-1SLijvk

What makes this Mnweni Drakensberg Hike so special?

A definite highlight of this hike is sleeping in Ledgers cave on the second night. There is nothing to
describe the mind blowing views from this cave. It is nestled about 30 metres under the edge of the
escarpment. On the final day, hikers will descend over 1200m via Rockeries Pass which is home to
incredible mountain scenery. The back end of Cathedral peak can be seen looming in the distance.
The Mnweni Drakensberg hiking routes are pretty unique in that it is the only area that does not fall
under the restriction of the Natal Park Board and has therefore become one of the most remote hiking
areas of the Drakensberg. And we are super keen to support the community by bringing hikers to this
incredible place.

Tour Facts
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Language:

Engilsh

Duration: Tour Type:

3 continuous

Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Tour begins from Johannesburg

Travel day. Our scheduled Mnweni Drakensberg trekking tour starts at 05H00. You will be met by your
guide, load up the vehicle and take the 5 hour drive down to the Mnweni Cultural Village. Upon arrival
we will take a short break and prepare for the hike ahead. The hike today covers about 14km over about
5 hours.

We have lunch at the Mnweni Pools. Our campsite for the night is at the base of the Mnweni Pass. If
Shepard’s Cave is available we may also decide to use that for the night. But this cannot be guaranteed
as the local Shepard’s may be using it. Because this part of the Drakensberg is not controlled by the
Natal Park Board but is considered ‘community’ land, we have zero control over the availability of the
cave.

Day 2 :

After breakfast we start our ascent of the beautiful Mnweni Pass. The height gain today is just over
1000m and is basically straight up. Yes today is going to be tough, but we promise you the reward will
be well worth the effort. Hiking distance is about 6km and takes about 5 hours to reach. This part of the
Drakensberg is rated by local hikers as one the most secluded and beautiful areas of the Drakensberg.

Some of the main peaks to look out for include the Inner and Outer Mnweni Needles as well as
Pinnacles. We will spnd the night in Ledgers Cave which us regarded as THE most scenic cave in the
Drakensberg. As with most of our hiking tours, we follow the plan of leaving camp early and getting into
camp early. That gives hikers the afternoon to recover for the following days hike.

Day 3 : Tour ends in Johannesburg

After breakfast, we begin our descent back into South Africa via the Rockeries Pass which is situated
about 2km from our camp site. The route down is pretty steep. There is nothing technical about it and
ropes are not needed, but it may still be slow going as we are going to drop nearly 1000m in altitude
over about 3 km. We start the hike as early as possible as the hiking distance is about 16km over 6
hours. Hopefully we are down at the Cultural Centre by 13H00. And then we take the 5 hour drive back
to Johannesburg.



